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valley east of Bhamo. It is generally believed the
Tai peoples migrated first in the far-off past, and,
taking a westerly trend, occupied Siam and the country
to the south of it. Certain it is that they followed
up this migration by one later, when they trekked
west across the Mekhong and Salween, gradually
occupying upper Burma until an outlying portion of
this wave of advance reached Hkamti Long, which
was then inhabited only by a weak Kachin tribe, the
first party of one of the great Kachin migrations
which had begun to move south from north-eastern
Thibet. The Tai race gradually consolidated a strong
kingdom between the upper Irrawadi and upper
Chindwyn, known in early times as that of Pong,
the capital of which still remains in the present town
of Mogoung. But in the long period of time, before
the Pong kingdom could make itself felt, the Kachins
were increasing in numbers in Hkamti Long, and in
course of time expanded across the Patkoi range and
down the Hukong valley, driving the Tai (Shan)
peoples before them, and so isolating the early Shan
colony in Kkamti Long, which explains the presence
of this interesting and somewhat cultivated section so far
from its brethren and now surrounded by other peoples.
The increasing power of the Shans of Pong, however,
arrested the advance of the Kachins and thrust them
back, not in the direction whence they had come,
but in the direction of the Mali-kha river.

Siam is said to have become a kingdom in the very
early part of the fourteenth century, and previous to
this no authentic history of this people exists, nothing
but fabulous tales and legends ; though here and there
ancient Chinese chronicles refer to the growing
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